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Editorial 

The ambition of the Euroméditerranée Urban Development Agency (EPAEM) is to create the 
Mediterranean sustainable and innovative city of the future. 

Since it received the EcoCité label in 2009, ’EPAEM has started a “project”-orientated innovation 
phase, that has notably enabled emblematic operations to come about in its perimeter like Smartseille 
or the seawater thermal energy loops.

Today, technical and technological mutations as well as changes in users’ expectations in terms of 
quality, comfort, sobriety and frugality require new solutions to be defined to meet the territory’s 
current and future needs, in a logic of more sustainable development.

This is the direction in which Euroméditerranée is consolidating its urban innovation strategy, with the 
aim of bringing out a sustainable and desirable Mediterranean development “model” contextualising 
the challenges of supportability in respecting local particularities (climate, use, economy) and user 
expectations. Through a structured, planned, equipped and assessed approach, EPAEM intends to 
anchor innovation in the establishment’s DNA and at the core of steered projects.

Innovations are developed for and with all those that have an interest in the project: habitants, 
companies, retailers, and tourists, but also local authority management services, all of these 
players who “experience the city” every day and whose uses and lifestyles change. Little by little, 
the “markers” of this design of the city are establishing themselves, by fostering social inclusion, 
technological modernity and the attention given to environmental elements that shape the identity 
of this Euro-African region.

To support the Aix-Marseille-Provence Metropolis, EPAEM is also turning towards the African 
continent, a major emerging continent where technological innovation is developing exponentially, 
stimulating roll-out of new uses and creation of creative companies. 

The MED’INNOVANT AFRICA competition is part of this approach, highlighting businesses (start-
ups and small/medium-sized companies) with projects to develop innovative sustainable solutions for 
Mediterranean and African cities. MED’INNOVANT AFRICA also brings together associate partners 
who support Euroméditerranée in its open innovation initiative and want to connect with African Tech 
or African entrepreneurs.

For its second edition, MED’INNOVANT AFRICA has been rolled out in the unusual context of a world 
health crisis. After a call for application phase launched during summer 2020 and the selection of 
the five finalists in December, the awards event took place on 8 April 2021 as part of EMERGING 
VALLEY, the summit of Organic Innovation and Africa-Europe emerging start-ups. The two winners 
will benefit from support and a real visibility push until summer 2022.

Mediterranean and African innovators can thus contribute to building a Mediterranean EcoCity 
model, that can be reproduced in cities in Southern Europe, the Mediterranean basin and the African 
continent.



The growing importance of the Aix-Marseille Provence 
Metropolis and its new position as a global city for data 
flows should make it possible to take advantage of the 
innovation laboratory constituted by Euroméditerranée 
to deploy a Mediterranean model of the ’smart city’. Links 
with other development territories will be strengthened 
over time so that the exemplary projects that have 
emerged through the Operation of National Interest can 
be duplicated and scaled up.

LES   FABRIQUES 

THASSALIA & MASSILEO
 centrALE s  DE   GEOTHERMIE  MARINE  

SMARTSEILLE
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The growing importance of the Aix-Marseille Provence 
Metropolis and its new position as a global city for data 
flows should make it possible to take advantage of the 
innovation laboratory constituted by Euroméditerranée 
to deploy a Mediterranean model of the ’smart city’. Links 
with other development territories will be strengthened 
over time so that the exemplary projects that have 
emerged through the Operation of National Interest can 
be duplicated and scaled up.

  

Since Euroméditerranée was awarded the EcoCity 
label in 2009, major innovations have been 
introduced in the development zone with the 
support of leading industrial partners.

Emphasising the slogan “low cost, easy tech” since its 
creation, the Euroméditerranée EcoCité has wanted 
to underline innovations that provide a response to 
climate change while being suited to the concrete 
realities of the Mediterranean area and its way of life, 
which are different from the models developed in the 
North.

In the field of innovation, relations with business, users 
and designers appear essential in the construction of 
a territory bearing the “French Tech” label, where an 
ecosystem with high added value has taken shape. The 
emergence of new thinking – particularly in the fields 
of energy, buildings and digital tools – now positions 
Euroméditerranée as a major player in sustainable 
urban design and smart Mediterranean cities. The 
Operation of National Interest is an opportunity to test 
and experiment with these innovations. 
  

tools for meeting these new challenges

The solutions deployed within Euroméditerranée 
illustrate how innovation is not an end in itself, like 
some kind of gadget, but a response to the needs 
of the territory and its businesses, employees and 
current and future residents:

 �  The Thassalia sea water loops developed by 
Engie and Massiléo developed by the EDF 
Group address the issue of comfort in summer 
in an exemplary way that is unique at this scale, 
radically reducing the environmental impact of the 
need for air conditioning by using 70% renewable 
energy. Between them, they will ultimately serve 
a million m² of new and renovated buildings.

 �  The SmartSeille demonstrator created by the 
consortium led by Eiffage, with partners including 
Orange and EDF, provides many answers relating 
to the mixing of functions (offices, housing, inter-
generational residence, hotel) and new uses 
(physical and virtual concierge service, flexible 
housing able to provide an extra room, shared 
parking).

 �  Les Fabriques, a new district emerging from an 
innovative partnership with the grouping Linkcity 
& UrbanEra®, where the mix of uses will prioritise 
pedestrians, will include a 1300-space car park 
and new public squares. It will offer a variety of 
housing options to favour population diversity, 
together with office buildings, local shops, a 
library, a school, a nursery and a social and 
educational centre, with completion scheduled 
for 2025.

INNOVATION  IS A KEY LEVER IN

MAKING EUROMEDITERRANEE     

THE URBAN LABORATORY FOR THE SUSTAINABLE 

MEDITERRANEAN CITY
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MED’INNOVANT AFRICA, 
a competition exclusively for african start-ups 

Africa is now a major emerging market. 
Technological innovation is growing at an 
exponential rate, stimulating both new practices 
and new start-ups. 

This is why in 2018, urban and economic de-
velopment agency Euroméditerranée launched 
a competition aimed at international entre-
preneurs, targeting Africa more specifically 
from 2019, due to the historic links between 
Africa and Aix-Marseille Provence Metropolis. 
More successful each year in terms of quality 
and quantity, MED’INNOVANT AFRICA has re-
ceived over 180 submissions from all over the Af-
rican continent. Three awards  have been given 
to inspiring and talented start-ups based in 
Chad, Senegal and Cameroon.

Having witnessed the incredible efforts made 
by African tech in the fight against Covid-19 
and to participate in the collective response, 
Euroméditerranée this year wanted to focus the 
MED’INNOCANT AFRICA competition on 
regional resilience. 

Faced with economic and environmental crises 
and challenges, collaborating to come up with 
resilience innovations and sustainable solutions 

is even more important to meet the planning 
and development goals of a region that has 
the capacity to withstand the impact.

The purpose of this innovation competition is to  
identify, promote and accelerate to the next 
level project developers (start-ups, small and 
medium enterprises) looking to bring to market 
innovations (solutions and services) that are in line 
with the new objectives of the Mediterranean 
and African sustainable resilient regions 
- with the potential of deploying them in the 
catchment area of Euroméditerranée and more 
broadly Aix-Marseille Provence Metropolis. 

The aims of this competition are to: 

•  unearth exciting African innovators with the 
capacity to test out their innovative solutions, 
where possible, in the Euroméditerranée EcoCité; 

•  Set up these start-ups in the developer’s 
catchment area in view of increasing their 
market share in Europe; 

•  Attract micro-businesses, SMEs and European 
groups looking to develop their business  
in Africa.

*Projects with high potential may also receive support outside the scope of intervention stated by the partners associated  
with the competition (France, African continent, etc.)

9



in figures

175 applications 
received 

KENYA
1

CHAD
3

NIGER
5

NIGERIA
1

rwanda
1

TOGO
8

ivory coast
13

SENEGAL
32

MOROCCO
14

ALGERIa
6

MAURITANIA
3

MALI
5

TUNISIa
8

CONGO
2

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO

8

SOUTH AFRICA
1

BENIN
16

CAMEROON
28

GABON
1

COMOROS
3

madagascar
2

1 à 2 dossiers

3 à 7 dossiers

8 dossiers et plus

2020

Start-up
76%

PME
21%

Non renseigné
3%

TANZANIA
1

GUINEA
1

CENTRAl african 
republic 

1

BURKINA FASO
4

BURUNDI
1

france
6

not specified



WHO CAN APPLY? 

WHAT ARE THE THEMES? 

MED’INNOVANT AFRICA is a competition open to African project developers (start-ups, small and 
medium enterprises) showing strong growth which have developed an innovative solution for a need 
or issue facingthe development of resilient and sustainable regions.

The competition is reserved for legal persons (start-ups, SMEs) whose head office is located in 
Africa and legal persons (start-ups, SMEs) incubated in France but with a head office in Africa. 

Driving more resilient and sustainable regions: 
• Social innovation and solidarity mechanisms in the city;

•  Design solutions for assuring continuity of public utilities (energy, water, waste management, etc.)  
in the event of a crisis, and to reduce the city’s environmental impact;

• Systems that facilitate urban management and mobility, and cost efficiency.

 

Improving response capacity: 
• Modular and adaptable urban services or facilities; 

• Early warning and response mechanisms and applications;

• Solutions or facilities promoting the coordination and interaction of multiple actors.

 

Facilitating crisis communication at the local level: 
•  Services or facilities that contribute to improving information in public spaces,  

safe communities, and the security of people and property,

• Contactless technologies, smart objects, mobile apps, etc.

ENERGY I ENVIRONMENT I HOUSING I HEALTH I MOBILITY I DIGITAL I SMART OBJECTS I SAFETY I SOCIAL ECONOMY
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A WORD FROM MED’INNOVANT AFRICA WINNERS:

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS FOR THE WINNERS?

 “SEN OR’DUR is a completely new innovation in Senegal which can 
be used to solve the problem of plastic waste by updating  
the plastic bottle collection system with the installation of collecting 
machines.”

Ababacar Thiam, President of Sen’Or Dur, 2019 winner.

“The CLINICPLANT application can be used by farmers to rapidly diagnose 
crop diseases and instantly obtain the appropriate biological treatments from 

a simple photograph of the plant. It uses leading-edge artificial intelligence 
technology for high quality image recognition, and provides farmers with 

good prevention practices.”

Pyrrus Oreste Kouoplong, President of Promagric, Med’Innovant 2019 
Jury’s Favourite award.

“Med’Innovant is an incredible competition. You are pitted against other 
innovative entrepreneurs and appraised by a jury composed of professionals 
working in the ‘sustainable city’ industry. Winning this competition was a 
huge privilege for us and we’ve benefited in so many ways.

Today, although it is based in Chad, Kouran Jabo is earning a growing 
reputation in Aix-Marseille-Provence’s entrepreneurship ecosystem boosted 
by the media coverage MED’INNOVANT attracts.”

Ali Mbodou Youssouf, Founder and CEO of KOURAN JABO, Jury’s 
African Favourite Award 2018.

High-value packages offering long-term support combining A CASH INJECTION, AN ALL-
EXPENSES-PAID* BUSINESS TOUR  in Marseille, a two-day PASS FOR EMERGING Valley, 
and a FULL SUPPORT PACKAGE to build concrete foundations for your business, foster links 
and drive your promotion!

*The competition organiser shall cover the cost of transport and two nights in a hotel for finalists (refer to competition rules).
12



THE 2020/2021
winners
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29 March 2021 : due to the wold health crisis context, a jury fully digitalized
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Green N Kool mène un travail de sensibilisation au tri sélectif et à 
Green N Kool works to create awareness about waste sorting and 
waste reuse in disadvantaged communities in Madagascar. 

It provides different cultural and artistic activities as well as free 
courses and workshops, all on the theme of sustainable development. 
To be profitable and finance its social and environmental activities, 
Green N Kool makes and sells furniture and various accessories using 
recycled materials (pallets, barrels and tyres in particular). 

In response to the Covid-19 crisis, the association created an 
environmentally-friendly soap based on used cooking oil. 

It is also developing an educational video game to create awareness of 
handwashing in partnership with other structures (including Orange).

green-n-kool.jimdofree.com/

Marie Christina Kolo is a climate activist, ecofeminist and social entrepreneur, 
founder of the Green N Kool social company and cofounder of the Indian 
Ocean Climate Network, a network of young people that promotes and 
encourages young people’s initiatives regarding climate change. She has 
also cofounded the national platform Ecofeminism Madagascar which 
promotes the inclusion of gender in policies and projects focussing on 
climate change.
For more than 4 years, Green N Kool has been involved in community 
waste management, creating activities that generate revenues around 
recycling and green jobs for the most vulnerable.

Other recognition: 2nd in the WWF Youth Africa Awards, environmental leader prize in Africa. Feminine model 
of the year and best social start-up representing Madagascar at the Southern Africa Start-up Awards 2019

LEADING INNOVATION FOR MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN RESILIENT REGIONS

2020-2021 COMPETITION

THE JURY AWARD
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2020 - 2021 COMPETITION

THE JURY
AWARD

REWARD FOR THE «JURY AWARD»

€7,000 of FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, a real cash 
boost 

BUSINESS TOUR: 
-  A one-week Business Tour in Marseille to meet the 

organiser of the Euroméditerranée competition, take 
part in the EMERGING Valley summit, and attend the 
Social & Inclusive Business Camp** (SIBC). 

-  A personal tour of the Euroméditerranée catchment 
area with a representative of the development agency 
to access the potential scope of application for the 
award-winning innovation; 

TWO-DAY EMERGING VALLEY PASS: 
-  Full two-day access to the Europe-Med-Africa emerging 

tech summit: 1,350 participants, 45 countries, 50+ high-
impact investors, 140 start-ups, 130 speakers and 50 
tech hubs in 2019! 

-  A 5-minute pitch at the MED’INNOVANT AFRICA 
Award ceremony taking place during the 4th edition of 
EMERGING VALLEY on 7 and 8 Apri 2021l in Marseille 

ACCELERATION PACKAGE: 
-  A testing ground for trialling and demonstrating the 

resilience innovation: the Euroméditerranée EcoCité 
(480 hectares within the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 14th and 15th 
arrondissements in Marseille);

-  A two-hour working session with Euroméditerranée’s 
CEO to determine the terms and conditions for 
implementing the award-winning solution within the 
Euroméditerranée EcoCité’s catchment area; 

-  4 weeks of soft landing within Accélérateur.M, the 
startup accelerator based in the heart of the “Cité de 
l’innovation et des savoirs Aix-Marseille”; 

-  Finalists entered into the SIBC acceleration 
programme: a high-added-value business camp 
developed by the AFD. A €1,000 grant awarded by the 
AFD to the winner of the Jury Award only***;

-  Free and oral legal support for the candidate as part 
of their territorial roots (sponsorship, monitoring 
committee): four hours of training on French intellectual 
property and information technology law and French 
customs information law. Usable over a period of 12 
months from the award delivery;

-  Connecting the winner with a lawyer based in country 
of location (only if FIDAL has signed a cooperation 
agreement with a law firm in the winner’s country of 
location)

NETWORK PUSH & PROMOTION:
-  AFRICALINK sponsorship: introduction to a business 

leader in the network, based in the winner’s home 
country and working in a similar sector 

-   One year’s free membership to the AFRICALINK 
network 

-  Mentoring: introduction by the CCI AMP to an elected 
CCI official in the winner’s home country to provide 
assistance developing the winning solution. 

-  A business meeting with the regional development 
agency Provence Promotion; 

-  Promotion: communication campaign in the press, on 
social networks, on the website and trade fairs; 

-  A video interview with the winner presenting their 
innovation posted on the Euroméditerranée YouTube 
channel.

 **Every year, the SIBC enables some sixty social entrepreneurs from Africa to accelerate the social impacts of their projects and join a dynamic community; ***The winner should contact the SIBC 
organisers directly to find out the payment terms and conditions of this grant. 16



When Erik Gyslain Tiam was 18, after passing his F2 
baccalaureate at the Ekounou vocational school in 
Yaoundé, he followed various courses in electric and 
electronic systems maintenance. He graduated with a 
DUT technology diploma and an Electrical Engineering 
degree in 2011 and 2012, a DIPET2 from Bamenda university in 2015, and 
ultimately got an electrical engineering diploma in Seoul in South Korea thanks 
to a grant from the KOICA (Korea International Cooperation Agency). 

Until 2017 he also followed a career as a project engineer in various institutions 
of the Cameroon State: the PNDP (National Programme of Participative 
Development), the Ministry of Government Contracts and the Ministry of Water 
and Energy. 

In August 2017 he founded the Global Energy Solutions (GES) company that 
provides solutions for sustainable agriculture in Africa in order to reduce hunger and poverty on the continent 
while promoting renewable energies. The company developed an app, AGROPAD, which enables farmers to use 
their mobile phones to water their plantations remotely without having an internet connection. This service is not 
dependent on a telephone operator and allows intelligent water distribution suited to the plant’s needs. 

Agropad is an agronomics company that enables famers to irrigate their farms remotely thanks to a 
controller that can be switched by sending an SMS. 

The controller works on photovoltaic solar energy and can supply the plant with the precise quantity 
of water and fertiliser (need, quantity and time) according to the humidity level, rainfall and type of 
plantation.

Agropad also provides a weather forecast on its website in real time, giving users information on the 
temperature, solar radiation, wind speed or precipitation.

facebook.com/Agropad237/

LEADING INNOVATION FOR MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN RESILIENT REGIONS
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2020 - 2021 COMPETITION

JURY’S FAVOURITE 
AWARD

REWARD FOR THE «JURY’S FAVOURITE AWARD»

€ 2,500 of FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, a real cash 
boost 

BUSINESS TOUR: 
-  A one-week Business Tour in Marseille to meet the 

organiser of the Euroméditerranée competition, take 
part in the EMERGING Valley summit, and attend the 
Social & Inclusive Business Camp** (SIBC). 

TWO-DAY EMERGING VALLEY PASS: 
-  Full two-day access to the Europe-Med-Africa 

emerging tech summit: 1,350 participants, 45 
countries, 50+ high-impact investors, 140 start-ups, 
130 speakers and 50 tech hubs in 2019! 

-  A 5-minute pitch at the MED’INNOVANT AFRICA 
Award ceremony taking place during the 4th edition 
of EMERGING VALLEY on 7 and 8 April 2021 in 
Marseille.

 

SUPPORT PACKAGE: 
-  A One-hour meeting with the CEO of 

Euroméditerranée to see how the award-
winning solution can be best adapted to the 
Euroméditerranée EcoCité development area (480 
hectares within the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 14th and 15th 
arrondissements of Marseille);

-  4 weeks of soft landing within Accélérateur.M, the 
startup accelerator based in the heart of the “Cité de 
l’innovation et des savoirs Aix-Marseille”; 

-  Finalists entered into the SIBC acceleration 

programme: a high-added-value business camp 
developed by the AFD. A €1,000-grant will also be 
awarded by the AFD to the winner of the Jury’s 
Favourite Award only***;

-  Free and oral legal support for the candidate as part 
of their territorial roots (sponsorship, monitoring 
committee): two hours of training on French 
intellectual property and information technology law 
and French customs information law. Usable over a 
period of 12 months from the award delivery;

-  Connecting the winner with a lawyer based in country 
of location (only if FIDAL has signed a cooperation 
agreement with a law firm in the winner’s country of 
location)

NETWORK PUSH & PROMOTION:
-  AFRICALINK sponsorship: introduction to a business 

leader in the network, based in the winner’s home 
country and working in a similar sector; 

-  One year’s free membership to the AFRICALINK 
network 

-  Mentoring: introduction by the CCI AMP to an elected 
CCI official in the winner’s home country to provide 
assistance 
 developing the winning; 

-  Promotion: communication campaign in the press,  
on social networks, on the website and trade fairs; 

-  A video interview with the winner presenting their 
innovation posted on the Euroméditerranée YouTube 
channel.

 **Every year, the SIBC enables some sixty social entrepreneurs from Africa to accelerate the social impacts of their projects and join a dynamic community; ***The winner should contact the SIBC 
organisers directly to find out the payment terms and conditions of this grant.
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Messibat is a construction company that works to promote the use of local materials such as clay, bamboo, 
wood, stone etc. 

The aim is to make quality, affordable and above all ecological constructions available to the sub-Saharan 
market. All buildings constructed by MessiBat have solar plant fibre roofs.
 
In particular the company designs and builds bioclimatic dwellings in earth bricks, that it makes itself in its 
brick factory.

messibatinternational.com

Messina Gruesome is a civil engineering engineer entrepreneur who 
graduated from the École Supérieure des jeunes diplômés du Bâtiment 
(ESDJB) Graduate School in Manosque in France.
She has French/Cameroonian/Burkinabe nationality and decided to return 
to invest in Africa a few years ago.

 For several years she has been campaigning for sustainable development 
as well as for the use and reuse of natural materials (clay, laterite, gravel, 
bamboo, wood, stone, etc.) in constructions in the world, to face housing 
challenges as well as climate change.

“We want construction means that don’t use cement, because it is highly toxic, especially in our tropical 
climates.When cement is combined with heat and humidity, very bad interior air quality is created”.

LEADING INNOVATION FOR MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN RESILIENT REGIONS
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Mamiam works on integrating mothers in precarious situations into the 
workforce through entrepreneurial coaching in the TechFood at home 
segment. 

It’s a “homemade food” catering company where women in precarious 
situations prepare the products. 

The company helps these women to obtain soletrader status then gives 
them extra cooking training + managerial training to strengthen their 
know-how and help them develop their company.

facebook.com/MA.MIAM.officiel/

Siham Meftahi, 24 years old, Founder and director of the ‘ MAMIAM’ brand. 
After Siham Meftahi got her baccalaureate at 18, she enrolled in the École 
Nationale Supérieure des Arts et Métiers in Casablanca (ENSAM), to follow 
a course to become an Industrial Engineering engineer. 

Still just as passionate about volunteering and social entrepreneurship, and 
within the international social entrepreneurship network ‘ENACTUS’, she 
created her Safe Eat project which mainly aims to empower Moroccan 
women, so that she could join the ‘Bidaya’ incubator, and the same year 
launched the first MAMIAM brand that provides a programme integrating 

mothers in precarious situations into the workforce and a service preparing tasty Moroccan food. 

During her career path, Siham has won the 2017 junior entrepreneur award, and 2018 Maghreb engineer award 
by the Francophone university agency and the 2019 social project prize by the Crédit du Maroc foundation.

LEADING INNOVATION FOR MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN RESILIENT REGIONS
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SenVitale develops a health passport that clients can have with 
them permanently in the form of a QR code they can carry 
(cards, stickers, bracelets, pendants...). 

The product thus enables them to have all indispensable vital 
information with them in case of an emergency or medical 
routine. 

The company also provides an online appointment booking 
service and a digital health booklet.

qr.senvitale.com

27-year-old Fatou Caro Ndiye from Senegal is 
CMO(Chief Marketing Officer) and Data Analyst in 
the SenVitale S&H Start-up. She is a pure product 
from Assane SECK University in Ziguinchor where 
she graduated in Information System Management. 
Caro is a specialist in SIA (Automated Information Systems) in particular in 
data manipulation. 

Apart from this hat, Ms NDIAYE has skills she was able to acquire during 
her university and professional experiences as a Web Developer, Assistant 
Webmaster, Community Manager, Communication and Marketing manager, 
that gave her the ability to adapt in any organisation. 

After these experiences, she left everything to focus on entrepreneurship 
by joining the SenVitale S&H team. Caro is responsible for all that is B2C 
patient relations (consisting of placing the patient at the heart of the medical system) and the analysis and 
interpretation of data for decision-making (decision-making information system). 

Caro is passionate about NTICS, has principles and values including loving her work and perseverance, and 
contributes to the structure’s development and sets herself the objective of making SenVitale S&H number 1 
on the E-health market. Its mission is to provide solutions and innovate, but the most important is to save lives.

LEADING INNOVATION FOR MEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN RESILIENT REGIONS
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WHO ARE THE ORGANISERS? 

AFRICAN INNOVATORS: 
BECOME ACCELERATORS FOR RESILIENT REGIONS 
WITH EUROMÉDITERRANÉE!

The MED’INNOVANT AFRICA competition is organ-
ised by the urban and economic development 
agency Euroméditerranée (EPAEM), the largest 
city-centre urban renewal and economic develop-
ment operation in Southern Europe. 

For over 25 years, Euroméditerranée has 
been designing, developing and building a 
comprehensive model for the Mediterranean 
sustainable city. Over an area of 480 hectares right 
in the centre of Marseille, France’s second city, the 
development programme brings together public 
services, retail, housing, transport and parking 
infrastructures, public parks and more to create a 
new way of ‘living together’. 

Home to over 5,300 businesses and providing 
45,200 jobs, Euroméditerranée is now the third-
biggest business district in France. 

Awarded the ‘EcoCité’ label, the regeneration project 
is a test bed for urban planning where innovative 
services and technologies can be assessed, 
developed and deployed in order to concurrently 
meet objectives such as connectivity, convenience, 
quality of life, cost efficiency and environmental 
performance. To support its ambitious plans, 
Euroméditerranée looked to innovative companies 
and, over 10 years ago, created MED’INNOVANT: an 
innovative solutions competition which aims to 
accelerate the development of eco-innovative 
start-ups delivering solutions to problems 
facing the Mediterranean sustainable city.

 



PRESS CONTACT :
Juliette Keller
Communication & Press Relations Officer
+33 (0)491 144 537
juliette.keller@euromediterranee.fr
www.euromediterranee.fr
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“Just as Miami is positioned as the gateway into Latin America, 
and Hong Kong and Singapore give special access to Asia, 
Marseille holds all the cards to offer international companies an 
ideal base from which to reach African markets with the focus 
on one medium-to-long-term objective: make the Aix-Marseille-
Provence Metropolis the innovation and digital hub bridging 
Europe and Africa.” 

Hugues Parant, 

CEO Euroméditerranée Urban & Economic Development Agency
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FIDAL
FIDAL solicitors has put together a basket of legal and tax services dedicated 
to the boldest, most talented start-ups, giving them access to its expertise in 
intellectual property strategy as well as comprehensive legal and tax advice, 
particularly with regard to investment capital.
fidal.com

EMERGING VALLEY 
Established in Aix-Marseille in 2017, the new hub for emerging innovations 
between Europe and Africa EMERGING VALLEY is the international summit 
which attracts African and emerging investors, start-ups and digital ecosystems 
to Provence looking to raise their profile internationally, develop business 
relations and boost their global impact.
emergingvalley.co

AFD
A public financial institution geared towards sustainable development, AFD 
is the central agency overseeing France’s development policy. The agency 
is involved in projects which bring tangible support to populations every day 
in developing and emerging countries and overseas territories. Working in 
multiple sectors (energy, health, biodiversity, water, digital, education), the AFD 
injected 11.4 billion euros of funding into high-impact social and environmental 
projects in 2018.
afd.fr

ACCELERATEUR.M
Accélérateur.M provides accelerated start-ups with a tailored assistance 
programme to support their local and international development through a 
combination of expertise, coaching, mentoring, testing, networking and other 
services. Accélérateur.M also offers project developers a ‘time-saving’ à la 
carte service to conquer new markets, fund growth or recruit talents.
accelerateurm.com

AFRICA LINK 
Africalink is a community of European and African entrepreneurs created 
by CCIMP with support from the Metropolis. Its purpose is to encourage the 
development of partnerships and business links in both directions between 
Europe and Africa. The idea is to “grow rich together”, economically, culturally 
and socially.
africalink.fr

chamber of commerce and industry aix-MARSEILLE-PROVENCE
The oldest Chamber of Commerce in the world, created in 1599, is also the 
leading accelerator for 105,000 companies in the Aix-Marseille Provence region. 
Today’s economic, institutional and societal transformations are profound. 
Too often experienced passively, they should be seen as opportunities that 
CCIMP helps businesses to take by providing support, from creation to sale. 
Internationally, CCIMP is convinced that the Aix-Marseille Provence territory 
can become an essential hub for economic relations with Africa.
ccimp.com
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